The safety and efficacy of the weekly dosing of irinotecan for platinum- and taxanes-resistant epithelial ovarian cancer.
Irinotecan is one of the drugs that might be effective against platinum- and taxanes-resistant epithelial ovarian cancer. We investigated efficacy and safety of the weekly dosing schedule of irinotecan. From September 2001 to March 2003, 28 eligible patients who have histologically confirmed epithelial ovarian cancer, which was resistant or refractory to both platinum and taxanes, were consecutively treated at the National Cancer Center Hospital. Irinotecan (100 mg/m(2)) was administered intravenously over 90 min on days 1, 8, and 15. The chemotherapy was repeated every 4 weeks, up to 6 cycles. A total of 107 treatment cycles of irinotecan were administered to 28 patients. The median number of prior chemotherapy regimen was 3. Among 28 patients, 8 (29%) responded to irinotecan (2 complete responses and 6 partial responses). The median time to progression was 17 weeks. Three patients experienced hematological toxicities of Grade 4. Five patients experienced non-hematological toxicities Grade 3 or 4. No treatment-related death occurred. The weekly dosing schedule of irinotecan seems to be effective and safe salvage chemotherapy regimen for platinum- and taxanes-resistant or refractory epithelial ovarian cancer. Gastrointestinal toxicities, especially diarrhea, were moderate and manageable in an outpatient setting.